[Vision disorders in inflammatory-rheumatic diseases].
The association of visual disturbances and rheumatic disease has been known for centuries. This review provides a synopsis of the ocular conditions that are associated with inflammatory rheumatic disease. The major ophthalmic manifestations of the rheumatic diseases include keratoconjunctivitis sicca, ulcerative keratitis, scleritis, uveitis, retinal vascular disease, and neuro-ophthalmic lesions. Each of these ocular conditions is most characteristically associated with a few, but not all, of the rheumatic disorders. Scleritis, for example, is most often seen with rheumatoid arthritis or with vasculitis. Acute anterior uveitis is most often seen with the seronegative spondylarthropathies. Retinal vascular and neuro-ophthalmic lesions are seen with disorders having either a vaso-occlusive component, such as systemic lupus erythematosus, or with one of the vasculitides. Important considerations for a successful collaboration between ophthalmologists and physicians/rheumatologists are discussed.